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PRESS RELEASE

Bosch Siemens Home appliances choose Ahlers Logistics as strategic partner in Russia

Ahlers Logistics handles refrigerators produced at the B/S/H factory in St. Petersburg. 

Antwerp/St. Petersburg, 1 July 2009. 

Ahlers Logistics is providing a comprehensive logistic service package to B/S/H including inbound receipt, storage and handling. B/S/H started the production of refrigerators in July 2007 (capacity of 250,000 units/year) in St. Petersburg.

 “We require a logistic service provider who meets our high demand for operational flexibility, reliability and cost efficiency. B/S/H has ambitious expansion plans in Russia, hence needs to rely on a service provider who combines logistic excellence and local market knowledge”, says Eugen Kozubek, head of the finished goods warehouse at B/S/H St. Petersburg.  

Decisive factors for the partnership were the high flexibility of people and management, the local presence of Ahlers in St. Petersburg (since more than 16 years) and the WMS’s adaptability (Warehouse Management System). This WMS was designed in-house and is used to steer operations using RF scanning. The location of ALC (Ahlers Logistic Centre) close to B/S/H and to the main access roads to and from St. Petersburg is an added value. 

First chapter 
Recently the company announced its plans to invest even more in Russia by setting up a second production line for refrigerators by mid 2010.   Ahlers Logistics strongly believes that these expansion plans will bring along more service needs and will strengthen the partnership. Stefan Van Doorslaer, General Manager of Ahlers in Russia confirms: “We are pleased with the partnership with Europe’s largest producer of white goods. From the first contact the professional approach and dedication to the project resulted in a fast and smooth start up. “

Ahlers has been operating in Russia since 1993 in dispatching and customs clearance (Ahlers Forwarding). Since 2005, Ahlers Logistics is also active in Russia in the field of contract logistics, running its own warehouses. In Russia, Stefan Van Doorslaer is heading up a 200-strong team working across 2 locations. 

To Ahlers Logistics, the ALC has been the most significant investment to date. In addition, the company also runs warehouses in Ghent-Evergem (Belgium); Kharkov and Dniepropetrosk  (Ukraine).   

END

Visuals are available to be downloaded from www.ahlers.com/en/news/downloads
About Ahlers

Ahlers is an international logistic and maritime service provider headquartered in Antwerp (Belgium). The company comprises 4 divisions: Ahlers Agencies (liner and port agent), Ahlers Forwarding (multi modal transport, specialization: project and break bulk cargo), Ahlers Logistics (warehousing) and Ahlers Maritime (crewing and ship management).  Worldwide Ahlers employs more than 1000 people in 20 countries in Africa; Asia, Europe and CIS. For more information, have a look at www.ahlers.com. 
About B/S/H

BSH Bosch und Siemens Hausgeräte GmbH is a corporate group operating worldwide, which posts annual sales in the year 2008 of about 8.76 billion Euros. It stemmed from a joint venture set up in 1967 between Robert Bosch GmbH (Stuttgart) and Siemens AG (Munich).Today, BSH operates 44 factories in 14 countries in Europe, the USA, Latin America and Asia. Together with a global network of sales and customer service firms, the BSH family is today made up of about 70 companies in more than 40 countries, employing more than 40,000 people. BSH, the market leader in Germany and the number one in Western Europe, is among the world’s leading manufacturers of home appliances.

For more press information

Ahlers Logistics, Ellen Theeuwes, Business Development Manager, e-mail: ellen.theeuwes@ahlers.com  or mobile: +32 475 75 43 54
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